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CANALS CONNECT 

 

Canals Connect was a year-long project run by the Faceless Company in 
2011, during which, the Company delivered a series of creative community 
projects which explored the vital role the waterways have played in our 
district’s history. 
 

The company looked at how our canals link the district’s communities from 
Knottingley in the East, through Airedale, Ferry Fryston, Eastmoor, passing The 
Hepworth Wakefield, to Portobello in the South West of the District.   
 
We worked with people of all ages to create a visual record of how work and leisure 
has been affected and influenced by the waterways throughout the years. This work 
from each area, enclosed inside Tom Puddings, forms the exhibition which you can 
see here and which will continue to be on display in individual communities in 2012.  
 
Canals Connect was a trans-generational project looking at community cohesion and 
pride of place and was funded by Wakefield Council through their Creative Partners 
programme. 
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Over 250 people aged 5 to 96 took part in free workshops, using creative techniques accessible to all, 
to increase pride and people’s sense of belonging in their area.  
 
Over the course of 8 months, workshops took place in the following areas and venues: 

 Eastmoor 

 Portobello 

 Knottingley 

 Airedale 

 Ferry Fryston  

 Wakefield City  

 Project Pugwash Barge 

 St George’s Lupset 
 

Using silk painting and printing techniques, we explored people’s connection 
with and views of the waterways which run through their communities.  
 
As well as working in priority areas, we also worked directly on the waterways, 
in partnership with the Pugwash project, and in Lupset exploring the canals as 
they run through Wakefield and discovering the communities and landmarks 
which are alongside. 

 
“Our annual festival Soul Portobello was enriched by this project. All ages and 
all abilities took part and loved it. They were so engaged and concentrated 
and loved getting the silkscreen to take home. Thank you for facilitating a 
quality project”  Sally Martin, Soul Portobello 
 

We delivered 30 individual workshop sessions over the course of the project with 20 different groups 
of participants, including 13 established groups who were new to our work.  Participants came from a 
range of backgrounds and included: Over 50s groups, Arts & Craft Groups, Unemployed People, 
Carers, Disabled People, The Homeless, Parents & Toddlers. 

 
As part of the project we also mounted 7 exhibitions of work by participants, 
these took place in: Pontefract Town Hall, The Hepworth Wakefield, 
Learning Studio, St Swithuns Eastmoor, Portobello Community Centre, 
Airedale Library, Ferry Fryston Miner’s Welfare and St George’s Centre, 
Lupset. 
 

“It's been lovely to see our work put together with other communities' work. 
A credit to Faceless and thank you for working with us” Adult Participant, at 
The Hepworth Wakefield Learning Studios Exhibition 
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The Canals Connect Project ran in 6 priority areas of the Wakefield District and was designed to:  

 Improve Pride of Place 

 Improve Community Cohesion 
 
We asked participants a series of questions before and after they had worked on the project, as 
well as after they had seen the finished products and exhibitions. The questions were designed to 
gauge the impact of the project on people’s pride in the area they live and their community, and 
what they know about and how they feel about other communities around them, on the 
waterways, here are their thoughts. 
 

Prior to and during the workshops 

82% of respondents told us they were proud of the work they created during the project 

83% felt the project helped them to feel proud of their community 

58% of participants told us they would like to take part in more activities locally 

25% said they would like to find out more about other local communities  

22% said they would like to volunteer within their community 
 

After the project was complete 

97% of respondents felt the project helped them understand how the canals connect 
communities in the Wakefield District  

95% felt the project helped them to feel proud of the Wakefield District 

76% of participants told us they would like to take part in more activities within the Wakefield District 

27% said they would like to learn more about local communities 
 

“This Exhibition has made me feel proud of being brought up in Eastmoor and 
of the local area of Wakefield, although I now live in Rothwell... The exhibition 
is colourful and brings communities together. Well done to the organisers and 
community.” 
Comments Book Entry, at The Hepworth Wakefield Learning Studios Exhibition 
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Canals Connect was a hugely successful project which captured 
the imagination and enthusiasm of communities living along the 
waterways in Wakefield. The numbers involved in the project far 
surpassed those expected and this was largely due to the 
accessibility of the workshops and the enthusiasm of the workers 
involved. 
 
Figures show that this project enabled people to feel proud of 
their community, with a greater understanding of the part they 

play in those communities. To see their work displayed alongside other people from 
different areas,  helped  participants to feel a part of the bigger picture within the 
Wakefield District.  
 
Many of the exhibition events were instigated by community members and the artworks 
created are now on display in local venues showing the pride that is felt about the project. 
 
The project  helped Faceless to increase our reach across the district, working with new 
groups and developing links which will allow us to create new opportunities for disparate 
communities to experience and participate in great art. 

 

    
 
 

For more information about Canals Connect, or to discuss your project ideas, please 
contact: Tony Wade, Creative Director, or Charlie Wells, Community Engagement 
Manager, at arts@facelessco.com, by telephone on 01924 335 985 or on the web, 
www.facelessco.com @facelesscompany  
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